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KOALA SAVIOURS
OBBED, ABUSED

By PATRICH WILLIRAES
patrick.willicms@scnews.com.us

THE iwin brothers behind the
Coast’s only 24-hourkoalares-
cueservieesay they arefedup
with being abused verbaily,
threatened and evearobbed.
After a siving of recent inci-
dents, Sunshine Coast Koala
Wildlife Rescue Service foun-
ders Ray and Murray Cham-
bers are disappointed withthe

ireatment they have been

receiving.

Two weeks ago, $370 worth-

of money and equipment was
stolen from the men’s rescue
vehicle.

Then, on Friday night, M-
ray was abused verbally and
threatened while attending o
a koala hit by a car at Kuor-
‘wongbah, in Brisbane’s north.

“We are here doing a free
service fc save an Ausfralian
icon and I'm disappointed at
the freaiment wereceive frem
some people. Were mot a
happy society in general,” Ray
Chambers said.

“People of today should
understand what We‘re doing,
but they don’t care.”

In Friday night’s incident,
Murray had obtained permis-
sion to go on to a bloek of land
where the injured koala was
iocated, but the cwner’s son-
indaw  became  agifated,
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KICK IN THE GUTS™: Ray, front, and Murray Chambers are angry after the theft of valuable items from their koala rescue vehicle. PHOTO: WARREN LYNAM
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G00D RESULT: Murray Chambers
releases Leslie.
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threatening o assault Murray and
felling him to leave the koala to die.

The marsupial, named Mr T,
eventuslly made if o Australia Zoo
Wildlife Hespital and placed in
iniensive care.

Dr Amber Gillett said he had suf-
fered injuries consistent with tran-
ma but no broken limbs.

“Without freatment, Mr T would
have been in a lof of pair and if left
untreated his condition could likely
have deteriorated,” she said.

Murray has yet to report the
incident o police.

Ray said the rescue vehicle
break-in was another kick in the
guis.

Thieves made off with $10¢ in
donated fuel cards, $50incashanda
week-old global positioning system
worth $220.

“If they steal from us theyre
stealing from sick koalas,” Ray
said.

“If I can’t save a koala because
thereis no fizel in the truck, that'sa
result of them.”

Ray said two weeks prior, School-
ies revellers also attacked the res-
cue truck, kicking at the doors.

“The probler is today there is no
discipiine and ne respect. I think it
staris at school.”

Vegan Warriors founder Jaylene
Musgrave, the service’s media
manager, said she was disgusted by
the theft and treatment of the men.

“What this says of the state of the
human race we don’t know,” she
said.

“What we do know is that now
they have to start asking for dona-
tions fo keep them saving our pre-
cious native animals into the new
year at the very least.”

in November, Ray copped more
than $500 in speeding fines while
rushing koalas to the hospital. He
recently received a public donation
of $460 to help pay the tickets.

Two of the koalas be was rescu-
ing when he broke the speed limit
died soon afier.

The other, a five-year-old male
named Chuckie, also died at the
wildlife hospifal last week. :

The Chambers and Ms Musgrave
hope to meet state shadow enviren-
ment minister and Glasshouse MP

Andrew Powell to discuss how they
can gain the same emergency clas-
sification on the roads as paramed-
ics, police and firefighters.




